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EPI news letter   June 2009  

PIE team WHO, MOH, EPI Officers  

* Sudan introduced Pentavalent vaccine on January 2008 
WHO recommends a Post-Introduction Evaluation for the countries which intro-
duced a new vaccine after 6 -12 month from the introduction  
* The PIE is a mean to help the EPI programme: 
- To identify the strengths and areas which needs improvement following the in-

troduction  
- To correct on time any problems faced by the EPI programme 
- To be more prepared in the planning of introduction of additional vaccine  
- To document and share lessons learnt 

* Objectives : 
- Evaluate the impact of the introduction of Pentavalent vaccine in the EPI pro-

gramm 
- Use of qualitative and quantitative data from National, State, District and Health 

Facilities level 
- Summarize the strengths and areas for improvement of  the key components se-

lected for evaluation  
- Present finding and recommendations to MOH and Partners involved in EPI for 

programm strengthening  

* Conduct sites visits : 
   - National level  
   - State Level (3)(Blue Nile, Gadaref and River Nile state) 
   - Locality level (6) (Damazin, Rossares, Gadaref, Mid Gadaref, Adbara & Shendi) 
   - Health Facility level 3 in each district(18)  

* Lessons Learnt From Sudan Experience  

¦ Good pre introduction planning  
¦ Introduction of the new vaccine provides a perfect  opportunity to revise and up-

date social mobilization strategies 
¦ Using one dose vial reduce wastage significantly and vaccination is offered to 

every child once presented to health facility = decrease waiting time/ missed op-
×ÖÙÛÜÕÐÛÐÌÚȱ 
¦ The new vaccine has Renewed trust in immunization  
¦ Decreasing suffering of children and mothers by reducing number of injections  
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     In the context of globalɯ
developments in the field of vac-
cines, the EPI manager Dr. Nasreen 
Musa participatedɯin the advanced 
course of vaccinology in the An-
necy city, France, from 17-31 May 
2009   
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 Now in your hands this issue  of 
quarterly Newsletter, We are on 
the outskirts of Sudan national 
immunization  Day celebration, 
which is on July 17 of each year, 
the date of  vaccinating of   the 
first child in Sudan. We ask Al-
lah  to make this anniversary  
the best motivation towards 
more efforts to protect our  chil-
dren from the targeted EPI pre-
ventable diseases  for promising 
young people .  

 

 

Here  we are to take another step 
towards greater communica-
tion .with you  

Welcome  

Sudan national 

immunization day 17 July  

The half annual 

EPI meeting  it 

will be on the first  

week of August 

2009 
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   Polio Eradication Coordination Meeting for the Horn of Africa Countries  

     

Since the initial detection of wild poliovirus (WPV) in March 2008 in Gambella Re-

gion of Ethiopia, transmission has been observed in South Sudan, with further spread 
to north Sudan, Kenya and Uganda. In general, country responses have been timely 
with immunisation activities as well the enhancement of AFP surveillance. Neverthe-
less, transmission has not been interrupted in all countries and immunity gaps prevail 
in some hard to reach and security compromised areas Consequently, the risks of cir-
culation and further spread of WPV remain high in this epidemiologic block. In order 
to forge a concerted effort to address these constraints, the Polio Eradication Initiative 
(PEI) coordination meeting in the Horn of Africa (HoA) Countries was held in Nai-
robi, Kenya, 17-18 June 2009 with the following objectives:  

¶To review each country response and propose further immunization activities  

¶To review AFP surveillance quality, identify any gaps and corrective actions  

¶To coordinate immunization and surveillance activities in the border areas: Sudan/Ethiopia/Kenya, Sudan/
Chad, Somalia/Ethiopia/Kenya and North/South Sudan  

¶To further promote regular exchange of programm information.  

      The meeting was attended by representatives from the Ministries of Health of North and South Sudan, Kenya,       

Somalia, Eritrea, Uganda  and  WHO PEI focal persons as well as partners: UNICEF, USAID, CDC and Gates Founda-

tion.  

Method of work: structured country programme presentations, plenary discussions followed by Group work to ana-

lyze the challenges and opportunities, exchange of experiences on best practices and promote collaboration and coor-

dination along common borders. It is envisaged that the outcome will guide country implementation for the 2 nd half of 

2009, and inform the next HoA Technical Advisory Group (TAG) meeting scheduled for September 2009.  accordingly 

the recommendation for the north Sudan is:  

¶The SIAs plan for the next 6 months include two NIDs in October and November 2009. Additional SIAs will 
be considered according to the epidemiology of the poliovirus in the country.  

¶Continue enhanced AFP surveillance, more involvement of community.  

¶Proposed AFP surveillance review in late Sept 09 NS. 

¶Continue North/South coordination and with neighboring countries  

¶Sustaining routine immunization using the:  
- Government contribution  
- GAVI support  

 

 
¦ The expected annualized coverage up to May is 
88%  compared to  85% in 2008 at the same time.  
 

       The map below shows the coverage per states  

Accelerated child survival initiative 2009 

      In the way for achieving MDGs for better childhood; National  
EPI  with collaboration of other PHC programm launched the cam-
paign  of accelerated child survival initiative in the capital of South  
Kordofan state  in the period from 27 -29/4/2009 the package  pro-
vided includ e the following 

¦ Polio vaccination.  
¦ Provision of  Vitamin (A).  
¦ Provision of deworming tablets (Alpindazol).  
¦ Provision 

Folic acid 
and Ferrous 
sulphate 

 

Routine immunization  
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